The problem of the delinquent child is a growing one; the past few years have seen not only a steady increase in the number of juvenile offenders but a definite increase in the seriousness of the offences committed. The conduct of the youth of a nation must be, to a large extent, an index of the social stability and commercial prosperity of a given nation. Where a country has had years of civil peace and development, allowing of possibilities of personal advancement and the quick absorption into remunerative occupation of the schoolleaving youth of the country, juvenile crime is at a low ebb. When a nation, following the emotional stress of a great upheaval, has had a prolonged period of trade depression, where remunerative occupation is scarce even for skilled tradesmen, the untrained youth of the country sees no future. The energy of youthful minds, which normally should be used in the service of the country, must find an outlet, and consequently the records of juvenile crime increase.
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Of the subsidiary sociological factors tending to the increase, one might take first the decline in the apprenticeship system. It was an excellent system.
A boy changed the discipline of school life for the more excellent discipline imposed by the learning of a craft. The unstable transition period between boyhood and manhood was bridged in the finest way possible. There is no better teacher of self-control, self-reliance and self-confidence than the practical learning of a trade. At present there is no provision for this dangerous transition period, except a year or so longer at a school learning unpractical things in which in the majority of cases interest, if it ever existed, has been lost. It would be infinitely better for the individual, and, through him, the future prosperity of the country, if every boy leaving school, with no definite occupation to go to, were in some form conscripted for a period, and not only trained in drill but given occupational training as well.
The laxity of home discipline is another factor which is frequently laboured, and the parents are held to be at fault. 
